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In the time when we were with my producer Jiří Konečný applying for the East of Eden program I supposed this to be a quite helpful and important step in the process of developing of the U-Bahn story. I was interested in people from different cultural and language milieu reacting on the theme. And I was also expecting to acquire new contacts and get some experience in the way how the film business in the region of contemporary European Union works. Although the last expectation was fulfiled just partially I could not say I was generally disappointed.

On the contrary I was delighted when realizing that this workshop is so much script-focused in its very core. I found the script-analysis sessions with the tutor to be one of the most important and useful for my work as a scriptwriter. I got valuable comments and feedbacks and I was forced to rethink some basic concepts of the story. I got inspiration how the story could be developed in the future and what parts should be remade because not working in the way I was expecting. It was very good idea to organize this script analysis session in two ways: The first one is within the whole group where the screenwriters from other projects could add their comments to the script. The second one is one-on-one session just with the script tutor. This was very intensive and demanding.  

Another challenging thing was the introduction to Frank Daniel’s methodology which gave me some solid way out in the matter of the story structure and theme development. But in the time when I have got acquainted with this methodology I would like to see a bit more film-analyses demonstrating how this could be successfully used in the practice. The first one focused on “Good bye, Lenin!” just brought some interesting comments and questions from all participants. However I would like this film-analysis not to be just strictly script-focused but also to demonstrate some production procedures (e.g. promotion, distribution). And it would be good to have more space to discuss all this topics with tutors and participants afterwards. I think that the Socratic approach does not exclude the possibility of disapproval and doubting. This seems to me to be the essence of the dialogue – the need to find some arguments to defend our methodologies and approaches. 

I was very satisfied with the scheduling and intensity of the program and the sessions. But I was expecting to cooperate more with my producer during this sessions. It was pity somehow that our sessions were so close profiled that I could not attend the producer ones in spite of being  quite interested in the possibilities how to finance our project from the European film funds and in the possibilities of further co-producing etc. And I’m convicted that more shared sessions with my producer could help to improve communication and cooperation between the two of us. The introduction and recap presentations were the fine examples of this.

I liked the idea with guest lectures very much. It was a perfect way to learn a new experience while talking to someone who has proved his talent and vision. Maybe the film-analyses could be focused on the film of the guest lecturer and than there could be discussion right with him.

The organization background of the workshop was very good. The venues were well chosen to provide time enough for developing our scripts and to deal with the workload for each of the workshops. The dissemination of information went very well and I received all the handouts and supplementary material always in time. The tutors and other workshop staff were always perfectly prepared and their co-ordination was effective and clear.  
The workshop setting was very comfortable and the locations were carefully chosen to support the informal and friendly relations between all the participants and the staff.  This always culminated in farewell parties.
Summary

I could fully recommend this East of Eden media training program to all filmmakers who have spent several months seriously developing their project but still are not further with the script than in the level of the treatment. However it is necessary to have it very well-thoughtout because they are supposed to finish the first draft in the next six months. 

