TEACHING INTERACTIVITY : DOES CROSS MEDIA REALLY EXIST ?

May 13 – 15, 2004

La fémis, Paris

Report 

I attended the 15th session of the EUROPEAN TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP, a professional meeting for new media teachers involved in creating new media curricula.  Over the past decade, new media degree courses have proliferated across higher education and such meetings are an opportunity to cast a critical eye over the purposes of these courses, teaching methods and other issues.  
In the session we concentrated on the concept of "cross-media" and critically examined the effective use of multimedia technologies in enabling multi-channel, cross-platform information, entertainment and leisure content. 

As an example we discussed the work of the French media designer, Eric Viennot, the Creative Director of Lexis numérique who presented his cross-media game 'In Memoriam'. Working in small groups, we proposed different syllabi and exercises dealing with the issue of cross media. We were trying to understand how does the cross media concept transform the structure of courses. 

Very important and interesting were the informal showings of personal projects from individual schools done by students and the visit of Le Cube, a suburban digital art creation center co-directed by Florent Aziosmanoff.  The last day we discussed more general topic of the purpose and the character of the new media education. Very important issue was raised about the importance of practice oriented research in art and film schools and the need to combine interactive works and exercises with the theoretical analysis of new media. This discussion proved the importance of interdisciplinary research in art and technology. We also agreed that the new media education should not only provide students with skills needed to get a job in the new media sector but it should also offer an opportunity for experimentation and exploration. 


The whole workshop was very inspiring and I gathered many new ideas and support for the new media curriculum that I am working on in my institution. With some of the participants I will continue the cooperation and organize Socrates/Erasmus exchanges of teaching staff that will be very valuable for our students in the Czech Republic. The immediate result of the workshop was the plan for our next session in Lisbon where I was asked to prepare the topic of the session - Critical Media with one colleague from Denmark.
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