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April 6 - 8, 2006


Session's topic : Exchanging Students, Sharing Projects
Coproductions, Special Courses

The 5th session of European Film Schools was focused on the opportunity for the students of film schools all around the Europe to know how films are made abroad and to experience teaching methods in other european countries. The cooperation among the film schools which are involved in the Bologna Process should be aimed at harmonising diplomas and curricula throughout Europe. The two main obstacles to further exchange were indentified: the language barrier and academic curricula that do not allow sufficient flexibility of exchanges.
Coproduction of student films should be one of the main results of bilateral cooperation. We had examined three examples of succesfully accomplished coproductions: 

· IAD (Belgium) and INIS (Canada): under a 3-year agreement, the collaboration involves two final year students attending the host institution for one month in order to produce a biographical documentary. The host school makes available a team of three final year students for a shoot of five days maximum, as well as all relevant technical material. 
· FAMU and UIAH (Finland): a feature film Restart was made by 3 students from FAMU and 3 students from UIAH. Production costs totalled 200 000 € and were financed in part by Erasmus funds, FAMU and UIAH (15 000 € each), sponsors and the student director´s own production company. Copyright was shared among these contributors.
· Faculty of Dramatic Arts (Serbia) and La Fémis: a graduate film Dremano oko could not have been made without the cooperation of the two schools. The director was attending La Fémis as a foreign student and the La Fémis crew was aided by a support crew made up of locals. 
The second day, the session split into three groups to discuss further ideas and projects for coproductions among schools. Group leaders reported back to the session on the discussions held. Ultimately, it was felt that cooperation went further than coproduction and it was necessary to create structures for it at different levels. The discussion focused on four themes:

· need for cultural coproductions, that is, stories that were genuinely cross-border rather than being simply located in different countries.

· the producer plays a crucial role in making coproductions happen.

· each school would pay for their own students who participate on festivals, workshops, seminars and summer schools.

· the idea of website forum or online bulletin board where students could find out what is going on and what they could be involved in.
The third day of the session, two examples of special courses for foreign students were examined. Dean of FAMU Michal Bregant reported on Academic Programme and Special Productions Programme, non-degrees programmes destined for paying students who sometimes work on films being made by students in the school´s regular programme, and vice versa. Pascale Borenstein set out La Fémis´ summer university programme, a 9-week course aimed at film students and young directors from all over the world (except the EU). Generally, only one student is chosen from each country to ensure a maximum level of exchange. Applicants submit a short film, a letter of motivation, a CV and proof of French language skills.
Marc Nicolas concluded the session by drawing up the appropriate guidelines of the general intentions that have been outlined. Participants expressed their disappointment with recent CILECT meetings, in particular with funding grants, and reitered that minimal funding is required, as the schools already have their own structures.
All participants agreed that the workshop had been excellent and they congratulated La Fémis for both the organisation and the content of the meeting.
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