Report from the Story Development Workshop ( 27 ) in Italy

At Sunday 6th  November I drove by my car from Pilsen to Italy. In the evening I was in nice city Ancona. I looked around centre and take Hotel near railway station. At the morning I met people from Arista in the airport. We went together to beautiful hotel, where we living next 7 days, because there begin 27 th Story Development Workshop. ( from Saturday 7th November till Friday 13th November ).

I met there with a lot very interesting people from different countries and learnt a lot of new things. We had course timetable for every days. Arista team of lecturers and consultans was really excellent. As a head of Arista team is Director Stephen Cleary – man with a lot experiences in TV and film. He have developed over 50 produced features, is a consultant to the ACE programme in Paris, and sit on various industry boards, most enjoyably with the PACT independent producers´ group.  His lesson was very excellent.

Very excellent lesson had too Simon Van Der Borgh ( Writer, Producer and Lecturer ).

The lectures had a wide range of topics from the Aristole principles of classical dramaturgy, then we got familiar with a range of story editing techniques to the understanding of film dramaturgy as part of the composition structures found in music, paintings and other arts. The second half of the week was intend on the structural tools and on theme Antagonist. These lessons was led by Hannah Kodicek - a professional director and screenwriter. She used a a lot of excerpts from the movies. During this first meeting all participants got a chance to introduced themselves and since then our mutual dialogue did not stop.It was all very inspiring and amusing.

Arista´s wonderful team a group of distinguished professionals worked with us during the whole week. They had prepared the whole methodology for every participant how to work intensively and productively on each project and how to use time most efficiently.  We talked about it not only in formal meetings but also at other times at dinner, in the bar, during coffee breaks. All participants had a chance to learn a lot from each others experiences. We showed to each other excerpts from our own work.

What I appreciate most was the way how the theoretical knowledge was used immediately to solve our dramaturgical problems with our scripts.

I had two project supervisors – Hannah Kodicek ( she help me a lot ) and Inessa Ivanova ( she was there like learner and help me with my  script a lot too ). They turned out to be excellent. We worked on my script Circle time. I get much better with charakters my prothagonists, anthagonists and idea my script.

They just gave me questions and led me that I find a better way how to construct the story. They methodically tried to inspire me and I found this way of working on the script very stimulating. I think I made a big progress through the week.

I think I have made friends with numerous tutors and participants and it can have direct impulse on our collaboration in the future.

I will thank a lot Paddy Cunneen, because we hade very interesting meetings. I will thank Peter Speyer, Colin Young, Ed Clarke, Jonathan Rawlinson, Mia Bays, Simone Glover, Sara Formicola, Douglas M. Ray, Anita Neufeld, Michael A. Dobbin – he help me a lot before start workshop and in the workshop too, Joram Ten Brink, John Lee, Charles Stell. I will thank all Participants too, because I hade great time with them.

For me is very fecund that I met there Ciara Breslin, because she is Animation producer and we can work together. Very good was meeting with Gerhard Weag – we will work together too and with Toni Pykalaniemi, Alison Carvalho and Aliky Danezi Knutsen, Stephen Philip, Loreta Liesite, Zuzana Wallnerova, Alison Cain, Simon Ludders, Sarah Proudfoot Clinch, Neil Wagstaff, Fiona Birkbeck, Cas Willing, Beryl Richards, Phil Nodding, Helen Jacey, Lucy Floyd, Andrew Bernhardt, Denise Deegan.

 In the workshop we have great hotel servis – great food and all. I had no problems there. All people are great and friendly. In the end we hade great funny party.

I have come to the decision to take part in this workshop after wonderful two day seminar organized by the Czech Media Desk office in Prague at the FAMU Academy in Spring this year. They invited the director of Arista Mr. Stephen Cleary. He explained in a very witty way the essentials of classical film dramaturgy with a lot of excerpts from films, but he also told us much about the practical psychology of the writer, of the little tricks which the director or producer can use to motivate the writer and he explained a few important things concerning development stage about how you build a secure working relationship with your creative and business partners, questions like the connection between story development and the story's eventual audience, about the legal issues writers, etc. The auditorium was packed with people and they just “devoured” the lectures.  To tell the truth I have never been told things about the practical side of the development and this seminar opened my eyes.

I would like to thank from all my heart the Czech Media Desk office – Mrs. Daniela Kučmášová and Anna Bartošková. They did everything to help to arrange and to support this initiative. Whenever I come with some project, idea, their doors are always opened and they are most supportive and helpful. I greatly appreciate this.
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