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ACE is a financing, pitching and script development workshop. ACE is also a continuous NETWORK – after finishing a one year workshop producer can choose to stay in the network and consult his future projects with ACE team (consultants) and also participate in all networking events organized by ACE in all major film festivals. Once a year a “Producer’s Book” presenting projects of every member of Network is published.

I have participated in workshop ACE 14, starting in December 2004. Workshop consisted of two sessions:


Cognac, France - Financing and Pitching – December 6th – 12th 2004

Barcelona, Spain - Annual Producer´s reunion – June 2nd – 6th 2005
During 2005 I have participated in networking events in Rotterdam, Berlin and Karlovy Vary. I plan to stay member of the network.
I have applied with project CARP (written and directed by Börkur Gunnarsson), but later I have also consulted another script SUBSTITUTE (written by Vojtěch Mašek and Martin Krejčí). 
My participation in the workshop was supported by UIP and Media + Programme of the EU.
Workshop itself was very well organized. Main part of the workshop (December 2004) consisted of script development and financing analysis (discussions) of the participants projects, case studies, screenings, panel discussions, presentations, pitching and development classes. Each participant had to pitch his project to others but also to sales agents and experienced producers present.
ACE consultants are all very well experienced persons from European film industry. It was beneficial to get a very concrete insight to the industry and consultants´ opinion on the  project. We have used most of the input later in development of both projects.
Not only the quality of workshop itself is very high, but also opportunity to stay in the workshop is very good. The whole concept and quality of work that ACE team provides makes ACE the best possible platform for establishing European producers such as me.
Selection of the participants is of course very crucial for the quality of the workshop. I have to say that selection process for ACE was very precise. During the workshop my feeling was that all the participants have a similar sense of filmmaking, therefore can find a way to work together and participate on each other’s projects. So the workshop for me not only provided a qualified analysis of my project, but also a chance to meet people with whom I can co-operate in the future. 
Participation in ACE workshop exceeded my expectations and I am now proud to be ACE producer. ACE is a great chance to develop the project, to discuss it with people who have something to say. But also it does not end after few days spent together – I like the idea of continuing communication with tutors and especially other ACE producers. Because that is what we have to do – keep talking, keep in touch. Producing films is continuing process, long term engagement – and I honestly thing ACE fits this the best.
Vratislav Šlajer
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Bionaut FILMS
company profile
Bionaut Films is Prague based production company producing feature, documentary and animation films since 1999. Films produced include Brats (Smradi, dir. Zdeněk Tyc, Karlovy Vary IFF 2002 competition, IFF Istanbul – best director, Czech Film Awards – 7 nominations including best film, awarded for best actor – Ivan Trojan), Dust Games (Hry prachu, dir. Martin Mareček, IFF Jihlava 2001 – Best czech documentary film, Audience award), Village B. (Obec B., dir. Filip Remunda, Best short documentary film at Karlovy Vary IFF 2002, IDFA Amsterdam 2002 Silver Wolf Compettion), Sentiment (dir. Tomáš Hejtmánek, co-producer, IFF Jihlava 2003 – best central european film) and  BITTER COFFEE, czech-icelandic comedy (Silny kafe, dir. Börkur Gunnarsson, released in Czech Republic, Slovkia, Icelan). Shark in the Head, (Zralok v hlave, dir. Maria Procházková, www.zralok-film.cz) was released in January 2005.

2005 premieres include TORCHBEARER (Světlonoš, short animated film, dir. Václav Švankmajer, released in April), IN SEARCH FOR ESTER (Pátrání po Ester, documentary, dir. Věra Chytilová, released in June), SOURCE (Zdroj) and AUTOMAT (documentary, dir. Martin Mareček, released in Autumm).

Member of Czech APA (Audiovisual Producer Association) from 2002.

Bionaut Films has a sister company FilmBrigade Ltd., oriented on development and production of quality mainstream cinema and television films. FilmBrigade has been supported by Media+ Devevlopment Slate Funding in 2005 and is currently developing 5 to 6 projects.
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Born in 1977. Established Bionaut Films in 1999. 
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