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THE CLINK OF ICE WINS VENICE EUROPA CINEMAS LABEL
September 10 2010: Bertrand Blier’s THE CLINK OF ICE (Le Bruit des Glaçons) from France has been awarded the Europa Cinemas Label as Best European Film in the Venice Days/Giornate degli Autori section, it was announced today by a jury of four exhibitors – the seventh year the Label has been awarded in the section.

THE CLINK OF ICE will now receive the support of the Europa Cinemas exhibitors who commit themselves to extend the length of its run on screen and additional promotion across the Network.The Europa Cinemas Label awarded in Venice complements the Labels awarded at the Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes, Panorama in Berlin, and Karlovy Vary. 

The jury issued the following statement: “This is an extremely witty film - a pitch black comedy about cancer and alcohol. Blier’s anarchic and politically incorrect take on this apparently taboo subject has the same energy and freedom of spirit shown in his earlier films like Les Valseuses. Brilliantly made and performed, the film never preaches and is sure to be enjoyed and spark debate around European arthouses.”
Sold internationally by Wild Bunch, the director and screenwriter is Bertrand Blier. The film stars Jean Dujardin, Albert Dupontel, Anne Alvaro, Myriam Boyer, Audrey Dana, Christa Théret, Emile Berling and Geneviève Mnich. Cinematography is by François Catonné, editing by Marion Monestier, sound by Pierre Gamet, Hélène Le Morvan, Emmanuel Croset,
art direction by Patrick Dutertre and costumes by Jacqueline Bouchard.
http://www.wildbunch-distribution.com/site/lebruitdesglacons/
Produced by Christine Gozlan and Catherine Bozorgan, THE CLINK OF ICE is a
Thelma Films, Manchester Films production, co-produced by Wild Bunch, France 2 Cinéma, Hérodiade, and Plateau A.
The story of a man who is visited by his cancer, which decided it would be a good idea if the two got to know each other better. “The idea for this film came about 20 years ago, inspired by a man who, I think, had the face of a cancer!  Every so often I thought back on it, I re-imagined it, but I didn’t really consider making a film about it. Then, one day, I suddenly wrote very quickly and with great pleasure, a story of approximately 40 pages.” (Bertrand Blier).
The Europa Cinemas jury in Venice comprised four Network exhibitors: Catherine Lemaire (programmer, Churchill cinemas, Le Parc and Sauvenière, Liege – Belgium); Stefan Paul (exhibitor, Kino Arsenal and Kino Atelier, Tübingen – Germany); Koen Van Daele (programmer, Kinodvor Cinema, Ljubljana – Slovenia), and Davide Rampin (programmer and education officer, Multisala Pio X and Excelsior, Padova – Italy).

In addition Europa Cinemas was involved in the setting up of the 27 Times Cinema project, in partnership with the European Parliament's Committee on Culture and Education and Giornate degli Autori/Venice Days.

Selected by Europa Cinemas Network exhibitors, 27 young film-lovers from 27 EU countries were in Venice for the duration of the Mostra with the aim of recreating the genuine spirit of film festivals, and encouraging young film-goers to discover innovative work.

The 27 young film-lovers took part in meetings and discussions with filmmakers, MEPs and Doris Pack, the President of the European Parliament’s Cultural Commission. 27 Times Cinema is part of a larger project, the LUX Prize, the official cinema award of the European Parliament. The three short listed films are: Filipos Tsitos’ Plato’s Academy (Greece), Feo Aladag’s When We Leave (Germany, Europa Cinemas Label, Berlin 2010), and Illegal by Olivier Masset-Depasse (Belgium). The three finalists will screen as special events at Venice Days on 10 and 11 September. The 2010 Lux Prize winner will be voted on by the 736 members of Parliament in November.

Previous winners of the Europa Cinemas Label at the Giornate degli Autori are:

2004:
Darwin’s Nightmare / Le Cauchemar de Darwin (Hubert Sauper, Austria/France/Belgium)

2005:

Le Petit Lieutenant (Xavier Beauvois, France)

2006:
Dark Blue Almost Black / Azul Oscuro Casi Negro (Daniel Sánchez Arévalo, Spain)

2007:

Tricks / Sztuczki (Andrzej Jakimowski, Poland)

2008:

Machan (Uberto Pasolini, UK/Germany)

2009:

The Last Days of Emma Blank (Alex van Warmerdam, Netherlands/Belgium)

● EUROPA CINEMAS 2010 : 
42 countries, 473 cities, 811 cinemas, 2,092 screens 

MEDIA: 31 countries, 440 cities, 764 cinemas, 1,928 screens 

MAEE: 7 countries, 10 cities, 11 cinemas, 18 screens 
EURIMAGES: 4 countries, 23 cities, 36 cinemas, 146 screens

Europa Cinemas is supported by the MEDIA, Euromed Audiovisual, programmes of the European Commission (Brussels), CNC (France), Eurimages (Council of Europe, Strasbourg), French Ministry for Foreign and European Affairs (Paris).
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